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TAG SALE
78 DEPOT ST., CHESHIRE

(Under the Big Tent)
SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS,

Oct. 5, 6, 12, 13 & 14th
8:30am-3:30pm

Trunk or Treat
Thurs. Oct. 24th, 5:30-7:30p.m.

75 S. Church St., Pittsfield
Vendors, Food Trucks, etc. wanted

Call 413-841-6789

DALTON: 290 OLD WINDSOR RD
Country House Sale: Fri 10/4,, Sat.
10/5, Sun. 10/6,, 9-3. Sena's
Auction Service Tel: 413-238-5813
MA Lic# 883. SEE WESTERN
MASS CRAIGSLIST! RAIN/SHINE!!

HUGE MULTI FAMILY YARD
SALE. Pittsfield, 747 Pecks Rd. Fri.
& Sat., 10/4 & 10/5, 8am-3pm.
Youngsters hockey equipment,
among 3 families attics and
basements all cleaned out now.

BY GREG SUKIENNIK

The Berkshire Eagle

The gold treasure in “Proj-
ect Skydrop” has been found, 
and it wasn’t in the Berk-
shires.

The game ended about 
5:19 p.m. Tuesday afternoon, 
when, according to a screen 
grab from a trail camera pho-
to on the game website, an 
unidentifi ed man crouched 
down next to the pure gold 
object to claim it. But a sec-
ond-place contest is still on 
through next Tuesday.  

Late last week, it appeared 
the Berkshires were near the 
center of  a 75-square-mile ra-
dius where the object might 
be located.

But by Tuesday, that circle 
had shrunk to 21 square miles 
east of  the region — some-
where between Bernardston, 
New Salem, Amherst and 
Ashfi eld.

The object is made of  
10 troy ounces of  24-karat 
gold, valued at $26,626 as 
of  Wednesday. That, plus 
a bounty of  $87,600, brings 

‘Project Skydrop’ treasure has been claimed
Finder strikes gold — outside Berkshires

PROJECT SKYDROP

This 10-troy ounce, 24-karat gold object worth more than 
$25,000 has been claimed, but “Project Skydrop” is still 
running a second-prize contest awarding $100 to each to the 20 
people who come closest to guessing its location. TREASURE, Page 6
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‘He was the big cheese’

BY CLAIRE O’CALLAHAN

The Berkshire Eagle

 STOCKBRIDGE — Whenever Eleanor 
Tillinghast drove the stretch of 
Route 7 between Stockbridge and 
Great Barrington, she’d keep an eye 
out for Franklin Ripley.

Once or twice a month there he’d 
be, standing on the side of  the road 
in his fl annel jacket, thumb raised 

for a ride.
The two would chat on the way 

to wherever Franklin was headed. 
Often their conversations turned 
to what was blooming in his garden 
and the coming election.

Tillinghast was one of many South 
County locals who met Ripley hitch-
hiking and ferried him back and forth 
across the county whenever they saw 
him. They remember him for his 

kindness, intellect and humor.
Franklin Ripley, 72, died in a hit-

and-run Saturday morning. He was 
found lying on the side of  Route 102 
in Stockbridge at 6:45 a.m., and fi rst 
responders from Lee Ambulance 
pronounced him dead at the scene. 
He was riding an electric scooter at 
the time of the crash. 

Samantha Paige, 36, has since 
been arraigned in Southern Berk-
shire District Court on a charge of  
leaving the scene of  a personal inju-
ry resulting in death. 

Franklin 
Ripley, 72, is 
shown at a 
recent family 
reunion in 
Stockbridge. 
Franklin, who 
died Saturday, 
loved to 
work and 
meticulously 
completed his 
chores around 
the family 
property from 
an early age, 
according to 
his sister, Ann 
Ripley.

PROVIDED BY 
RIPLEY FAMILY

Friends, family recall work ethic, dignity 
of Stockbridge man killed in hit-and-run

FRANKLIN RIPLEY: 1953-2024

Dental 
center 
fi lling 
a need
BY HEATHER BELLOW
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 GREAT BARRINGTON — Dental care is about more than 
toothaches — it’s “essential” to health care, accord-
ing to Community Health Programs offi cials.

Which is why CHP’s new Family Dental Center, 
which opened last month 
off  Stockbridge Road, is 
fi lling an important, grow-
ing need in the community 
and critical to the overall 
health of  patients, accord-
ing to Executive Director 
Bethany Kieley.

While CHP’s expansion 
is narrowing a particular-
ly dire care gap for resi-
dents with MassHealth’s 
Medicaid insurance, more 
dentists and hygienists are 
needed to serve more peo-
ple.

The waiting list is 
around four to six months 
long for new patients at 
the facility. But emergency 
walk-ins are accepted. 

At a tour on Tuesday 
at the new dental center, 
which is adjacent to the 
medical offi ces, Kieley 
said the next project is to 
hire more dentists and hygienists to open up care for 
more people.

As part of  its larger expansion into Adams and 
North Adams, CHP converted the administrative 

Bartlett’s 
bounty

After a disappointing 

crop last year due to 

a late spring frost, 

Bartlett’s Orchard in 

Richmond is enjoying a 

bountiful apple harvest 

this year. Above: Trevor 

Bartlett and Adam 

Alvaro sort Liberty 

apples and pack them into 

bags for sale, right, at the 

Swamp Road orchard.

PHOTOS BY BEN GARVER
THE BERKSHIRE EAGLE

New CHP facility already
has 4- to 6-month wait list

RIPLEY, Page 4
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DENTAL, Page 5

The new offi  ce 
is already 
serving 
approximately 
800 people 
from around the 
Berkshires, and 
is one of the few 
that will accept 
MassHealth 
insurance, the 
state’s Medicaid 
plan.
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At The Unicorn Theatre
6 East Street, Stockbridge

SEPTEMBER 26–OCTOBER 27
The Larry Vaber Stage

written by
Conor McPherson

directed by Eric Hill

(413) 997-4444
www.BerkshireTheatreGroup.org

At The Colonial Theatre
111 South Street, Pittsfield

SATURDAY,
10/5 • 7:30PM

JAM FOR
JAKE
AJAKE GALLIHER FOUNDATION
FUNDRAISER
WITH BLACK DOG,
REV TOR BAND,
WHISKY TREATY ROADSHOW
ANDMISTY BLUES

FRIDAY,
10/18 • 7:30PM

MOONDANCE
THE ULTIMATE
VANMORRISON
TRIBUTE CONCERT

SATURDAY,
10/19 • 7:30PM

BONJOURNEYNY
AN EPIC NIGHT
OF BON JOVI &
JOURNEY HITS

A Jak
e Gall

iher
Fou

nda
tion

Fun
drai

ser

with
Black Dog

Rev Tor Band
Whisky Treaty Roadshow

Misty Blues

(413) 997-4444
www.BerkshireTheatreGroup.org

Williams College Museum of Art
Building Project Community Forum:
Construction Kick-off & Landscape Update

Learn about the project schedule and
expectations, review updated designs, and
hear from our landscape architect, Reed
Hildebrand.

Thursday, October 10, 2024
Time: 6:00 PM
Location: The Williams Inn Ballroom, 101
Spring St, Williamstown, MA 01267

RSVP’s appreciated, follow the QR code

For more project information, please visit:
https://www.williams.edu/museum-building-project/
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offices at its Great Barrington 
headquarters into what one 
of  the center’s two dentists, 
Dr. Lina Bermudez, said is a 
“state of  the art” facility. It 
features a panoramic X-ray 
machine as well as a hand-
held X-ray device, and other 
modern equipment in light-
filled rooms.

The new office is already 
serving approximately 800 
people from around the Berk-
shires, and is one of  the few 
that will accept MassHealth 
insurance, the state’s Medic-
aid plan.

It also allows payments on 
a sliding scale, meaning that 
“no one is turned away for 
dental care,” said Bermudez, 
speaking at the event.

While giving a tour of  the 
new facility, Bermudez noted 
that, while the waiting list is 
long, staff  will take emergen-
cy walk-in patients.

The center offers all den-
tal services, from prevention 
to extractions. Bermudez 
said her youngest patient is 6 
months, the oldest is 98. The 
second dentist here is Dr. Na-
tallia Petrushenka.

Money for this $1.7 million 
dental expansion came from 
two public sources: $1.6 mil-
lion from the Massachusetts 
Executive Office of  Health 
and Human Services, as well 
as $150,000 from Great Bar-
rington’s federal pandemic 
relief  funds, known as Amer-
ican Rescue Plan Act — or 
ARPA.

CHP’s dental offices are 
one of  the few that will ac-
cept children on MassHealth. 
The nonprofit’s other den-
tal centers are in Pittsfield, 
North Adams and Adams. 
The organization, which also 
runs medical centers in four 
different towns, also uses mo-
bile medical and dental vans 
to reach residents around the 
county.

The expansion is part of  an 
initiative begun several years 
ago, amid growing alarm 
over dental care neglected in 
part due to the dentist short-
age for people enrolled in 
Medicaid.

“As many as four in 10 
Medicaid enrollees in the 
Berkshires lack a dental pro-
vider, according to data from 
the state and CHP,” The Ea-
gle reported in 2022, in a sto-
ry about this issue. “That’s 
about 10,000 people.”

Great Barrington’s previ-
ous dental center downtown 
closed several years ago 
when the building was pur-
chased by a developer. The 

dentists worked at the other 
CHP offices in the county. 
Now they are back.

And back in style. The of-
fice is high tech, with a lay-
out that Bermudez and other 
staff  say flows well for the 
way a dental practice works.

“It’s overwhelmingly nice,” 
said dental assistant Donna 
Jarvis. “It makes things a lot 
more efficient.”

It’s also easier for South 
County residents who previ-
ously were traveling north for 
care, said Kimberly Kehl, the 
lead receptionist at the new 
office. Although, patients are 
also coming here from North 
County towns as they follow 
their dentists to the new of-
fice. The expansion is making 
a difference, she said, in how 
residents are feeling.

“I think they’re feeling like 
their voice was heard,” Kehl 
said, “ that they know that 
there was a need, and that 
CHP is actively trying to get 
more providers and see as 

many patients as we can.”
Local and state officials 

said the expansion is a boon 
to a county where it is nearly 
impossible to find a doctor or 
dentist — especially as a new 
patient.

Select Board Chair Ste-
phen Bannon, who spoke 
at the event, told The Eagle 
that he knows someone who 
could not find a dentist to fix 
a loose cavity and “developed 
an infection” as a result. The 
waitlist for that dentist was 
six months, Bannon said.

The problem of too few 
providers is one that has 
frustrated state Rep. William 
“Smitty” Pignatelli, D-Le-
nox, for years. Pignatelli likes 
to tell the story of  a Tufts 
University School of  Dental 
Medicine graduate who said 
he couldn’t spent up to $2 
million to open a practice in 
the Berkshires, only to make 
“pennies on the dollar” due to 
a high population on Medic-
aid, and low reimbursements 
for care.

He said the federal and 
state governments need to 
“reevaluate” this “unfair” 
reimbursement system to 
prevent this suffering among 
citizens.

“It should be equal access 
across the board,” Pignatelli 
said, given that, “good oral 
health is good overall health.”

That CHP is a federally des-
ignated health care provider, 
he noted, makes it eligible for 
higher reimbursements and 
more sustainability.

“It’s good,” Pignatelli said, 
“that CHP is stepping up.”

Heather Bellow can be reached at 
hbellow@berkshireeagle.com or 
413-329-6871.

Dental
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BY SAM DORAN

State House News Service

BOSTON — Advocates made 
their latest pitch Wednes-
day for the state to award 
greater compensation to 
wrongfully convicted peo-
ple who have been exoner-
ated of their crimes.

Currently, state law caps 
the amount an exoneree can 
be awarded at $1 million. 
For someone who spends 
decades behind bars for a 
crime they didn’t commit, 
that works out to less than 
$100 per day for their lost 
livelihood.

“The average number of  
years spent in prison by our 
exoneree network commu-
nity members is 28 years 
and 3 months,” Exoneree 
Network Director Sean Ellis 
said at a Wrongful Convic-
tion Day event at the State 
House.

Ellis, the subject of  the 
Netflix documentary “Trial 
4,” said that average exo-
neree receives a maximum 
of $96.81 per day for their 28 
years in prison.

“With the current cap, 
the longer a person en-
dures wrongfully convict-
ed in prison, the less you’re 
awarded ... This is our ju-
dicial system. However, 
the promising thing is, we 
have the power to change 
this. People in this room 
have the power to change 
this,” he said, looking at 
a crowd in the Great Hall 

that included several law-
makers.

Three similar bills filed 
by Sen. Patrick O’Connor, 
Rep. Jeffrey Roy, and Rep. 
Christopher Worrell would 
remove the compensation 
cap and provide immedi-
ate transitional assistance 
when an exoneree is re-
leased. Those bills were in-
corporated into a larger om-
nibus package by the Joint 
Committee on the Judicia-
ry, which was not released 
from committee until Aug. 
8, after formal lawmaking 
sessions had already end-
ed for the term. The bill (H 
4989) has sat since then in 
the House Ways and Means 
Committee.

Of the wrongful con-
victions in Massachusetts 
that are exonerated, 61 
percent involve “official 
misconduct,” according 
to the event’s organizers. 
Thirty-nine percent involve 
eyewitness misidentifica-
tion and 37 percent involve 
“flawed forensics,” accord-
ing to a handout from the 
Exoneree Network, New 
England Innocence Proj-
ect, Committee for Public 
Counsel Services, and Bos-
ton College Innocence Pro-
gram.

There have been 94 ex-
onerations in the Bay State 
since 1989, the groups said, 
and the people who were 
wrongfully convicted and 
sent to prison lost a total of  
1,341 years of  their lives.
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Above: Visitors take a tour of the state-of-the-art facilities CHP’s new family dental center in 
Great Barrington at its Stockbridge Road headquarters. Below: Dr. Lina Bermudez, a dentist with 
CHP, speaks at a ceremony celebrating CHP’s new family dental clinic in Great Barrington. 

Wrongfully convicted 
rip compensation cap
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PITTSFIELD — A city man was 
seriously wounded late Tues-
day in a stabbing in the area 
of Kent Avenue, according to 
a statement released Wednes-
day evening by Pittsfield Po-
lice.

The 30-year-old victim, 
who was not identified, re-
mains in critical condition 
at Berkshire Medical Cen-
ter after he suffered at least 
one stab wound, causing a 
life-threatening injury, po-
lice said. Investigators do 
not believe the attack was a 

random act, police said, and 
there is no known risk to the 
general public.

A residence on Kent Ave-
nue was searched Wednes-
day morning, and police said 
they have identified a person 
of interest in the stabbing.

Anyone who wishes to pro-
vide information is asked to 
contact the Pittsfield Police 
Detective Bureau at 413-448-
9705. Information can also 
be provided anonymously 
via the Detective Bureau 
Tip Line at 413-448-9706, or 
by texting PITTIP and your 
message to TIP411 (847411).

Pittsfield man 
seriously hurt 
in stabbing


